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Development that meets the needs of 

the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs’. 

Brundtland, 1987



WELVAART EN VOORUITGANG…



“THE GREAT ACCELERATION”

Systems pressures, Steffen et al., 2015: 4, 7





THE DOUGHNUT ECONOMY

(Raworth, 2017)
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2015: KLIMAATAKKOORDEN VAN PARIJS



Business

Government Finance

WIE & HOE VERANDEREN? REWIRING THE ECONOMY!

Government
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SOME PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE…



SUSTAINABILTY DRIVERS – WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR MY COMPANY

THREATS &

OPPORTUNITIES
ACCESS TO

FINANCE

REGULATION &

LEGISLATION
STAKEHOLDERS
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PRESSURE FROM 
INVESTORS (VALUE)
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GRANTS
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(unintended) Greenwashing
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impact
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EU REPORTING 
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LEGAL LANDSCAPE: CSRD AND EU TAXONOMY ARE PART OF THE EUROPEAN 
GREEN DEAL



WHAT IS ESG REPORTING (NOT)?

ESG reporting
requires

TRANSPARENCY
ESG reporting does 

not require a 
CHANGE IN 
BEHAVIOUR

ESG reporting requires companies to measure and disclose their 

performance in three key areas (Environmental, Social and 

Governance) to enable transparency and accountability



RELEVANT EUROPEAN LEGISLATION

EU TAXONOMY
Sustainable activities Turnover, OPEX & CAPEX

First set approved

CSRD
Corporate sustainability reporting directive

Approved

ESRS
European Sustainability 

Reporting standards

Approved

CSDDD
Corporate Sustainaility Due 

Dilligence Directive

Draft – timing unclear

FIT FOR 55
Legislation to achieve 55% GHG reduction

(partly) approved



MOST RELEVANT EUROPEAN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

EU TAXONOMY

"Between 0 and 100, how sustainable are 

you?"

CSRD

Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive

“Tell me everything I need to know about 

sustainability”

Application happens simultaneously

Reporting as part of the annual management report
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Balance sheet

€25M

Net turnover

€50M 

250 FTE

2026

LARGE PUBLIC-INTEREST 

COMPANIES >500 FTE (NFRD)

LARGE COMPANIES

LISTED SMES

excl. micro-enterprises

2024

2025

2028

NON-EU PARENT COMPANY 

>€150M revenue in EU, having 

a branch in EU with >€40M 

revenue

Mandatory inclusion of 

sustainability information in 

annual report

Mandatory Assurance

(Limited / Reasonable)

(incl other certifiers)

Explicit responsibility of 

management and supervisory 

boards

Introduction of the concept of 

Double Materiality

Reporting on chain 

responsibility 

Digital Tagging and Electronic 

Reporting Format

CORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING DIRECTIVE (CSRD) –
INTRODUCTION & COMPANIES IN SCOPE

Entities that are part of a larger group are exempted if the mother of that group produces an ESG report in accordance with 

CSRD (or standards considered equivalent) on a consolidated basis



THE EUROPEAN SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING STANDARDS (ESRS)
THE SECTOR AGNOSTIC STANDARDS

Cross-cutting standards

ESRS 1 – General 
requirements

ESRS 2 – General 
disclosures 

Environment

ESRS E2: Pollution

ESRS E3: Water and 
marine resources

ESRS E4: Biodiversity and 
ecosystems

ESRS E5: Resource use and 
circular economy

Social

ESRS S1: Own workforce

ESRS S2: Workers in the 
value chain

ESRS S3: Affected 
communities

ESRS S4: Consumers and 
end-users

Governance

ESRS G1 – Business 
conduct

Required disclosures 

regardless of materiality
Guidelines ESRS

Required if material incl. mandatory 

requirements by EU Law or CSRD 

(Taxonomy) – obligated to provide 

explanation why not material

Required if material incl. mandatory 

requirements by EU Law or CSRD 

(Taxonomy) – explanation why not 

material may be provided

Topical standards

ESRS E1: Climate change



DUBBELE MATERIALITEIT = PRIORITEITEN STELLEN

BEDRIJF
MAATSCHAPPIJ & 

PLANEET

Inward impact
Sustainability risks & opportunities

Financiële materialiteit

Outward impact
Impact on society & enviroment

Impact materialiteit



ESRS E1–6: GROSS SCOPES 1,2,3 AND TOTAL GHG EMISSIONS



SCOPE 1 – 2 – 3 GREENHOUSE GAS

Insights & Opinion | Carbon Intelligence

Reporting on chain 

responsibility 
ESRS E1: Climate change

YOU!

https://carbon.ci/insights/


EU TAXONOMY

Making a substantial 

contribution to at 

least one environ-

mental objective

Do no significant 

harm to any other 

environmental 

objective (DNSH)

Complying with 

minimum

social 

safeguards

3 MAJOR CONDITIONS

In a nutshell, EU Taxonomy is a classification system to determine how environmentally sustainable the 

economic activities of a company are, based on three KPI’s: turnover, capital expenditure (CAPEX) and 

operating expenditure (OPEX)

6 ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES

Pollution 

prevention 

& control

Transition to a

circular economy

Climate change 

adaptation

Climate change 

mitigation

Sustainable use 

and protection of 

water and marine 

resources

Protection and 

restoration of 

biodiversity and 

ecosystems

SOCIAL OBJECTIVES UNDER DEVELOPMENT

WHO NEEDS TO DISCLOSE

COMPANIES UNDER 

NFRD/ CSRD

WHAT TO DISCLOSE

Turnover / CAPEX / 

OPEX

WHERE TO DISCLOSE

IN THE ANNUAL 

REPORT



EU TAXONOMY COMPASS



EU TAXONOMY COMPASS



FIT FOR ‘55 IMPACTING THE SECTOR

▪ Creation of alternative fuel infrastructure

▪ Electricity, hydrogen and methane

▪ Road, air and maritime transport by 2030

▪ Installation of 3 million public charging points by 2030

▪ Eurovignette & CO2 emission standards

▪ Distance-based charges

▪ User-pays and polluter-pays system

▪ Clean trucks would benefit from the revised legislation, which is expected to half their 

road tolls by May 2023

▪ EU ETS for maritime sector and road transport 

▪ Start of cap-and-trade system in 2026

▪ Measuring and pricing of carbon emissions

▪ National industry base year 2005

▪ Energy Taxation Directive (ETD)

▪ Sets the rules for the taxation of energy products such as motor fuels or electricity

▪ Align the taxation of energy products with EU energy and climate policies

▪ End outdated tax exemptions and incentives for the use of fossil fuels

▪ Tax fuels based on their energy content and environmental performance (not volume)

▪ Incentivize the transition towards a higher uptake of sustainable fuels and to level the 

playing field between the different modes of transport.
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THE ESG JOURNEY
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ASSESSMENT

MATERIALITY

PROGRAM &

KPI’s

DASHBOARD & 

REPORTING

READINESS

ASSESSMENT

ESG

ASSURANCE

CERTIFICATIONS

EVALUATE, LEARN 

AND IMPROVE

ESG

ACADEMY

REPORTING

ROADMAP

PROCESSES & 

SYSTEMS

STRATEGY

IMPLEMENTATION

Sustainable 

procurement

Legal policies

…
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…

AWARENESS
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MATERIAL TOPICS

Climate change

• Direct emissions

• Mitigation

• Adaptation

Pollution

• Microplastics (Tires)

• NOx

• Oil

Own employees

• Working conditions

Employees in value chain

• Working conditions

ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIAL



SOCIAL



ENVIRONMENTAL

Source: Country Inventory - Climate TRACE

https://climatetrace.org/inventory?sector=transportation&country=BEL&year_from=2022&year_to=2022&gas=co2e100


SCOPE 1 – 2 – 3 GREENHOUSE GAS

Reporting on chain 

responsibility 
ESRS E1: Climate change

YOU!

Business

Government



ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS: CLIMATE CHANGE

LNG HVO

ELECTRICITY HYDROGEN



ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS: CLIMATE CHANGE

EURONORMING MULTIMODALITY

EMPTY KILOMETERS DRIVING BEHAVIOUR



THE SECTORAL ISSUES

DISRUPTIVE CHANGE STRANDED ASSETS

Source: https://www.politico.eu/article/stranded-assets-

europe-mapped-energy-climate/

https://www.politico.eu/article/stranded-assets-europe-mapped-energy-climate/
https://www.politico.eu/article/stranded-assets-europe-mapped-energy-climate/


REDUCTION TARGETS EUROPEAN UNION

Source: https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets/progress-made-

cutting-emissions_en

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets/progress-made-cutting-emissions_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets/progress-made-cutting-emissions_en


REDUCTION TARGETS TRANSPORTATION SECTOR

Source: https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/transport/road-transport-reducing-co2-

emissions-vehicles/reducing-co2-emissions-heavy-duty-vehicles_en

CO2 Targets Road Transportation Europe

https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/transport/road-transport-reducing-co2-emissions-vehicles/reducing-co2-emissions-heavy-duty-vehicles_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/transport/road-transport-reducing-co2-emissions-vehicles/reducing-co2-emissions-heavy-duty-vehicles_en


OTHER HIDDEN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

MICROPLASTICS POLLUTION

CIRCULARITY NOx



OTHER HIDDEN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

MICROPLASTICS POLLUTION

CIRCULARITY NOx

NEW SOLUTIONS 

NEW PROBLEMS



SCOPE 1 – 2 – 3 GREENHOUSE GAS

Reporting on chain 

responsibility 
ESRS E1: Climate change

YOU!

Business

Government
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Let’s build a sustainable future... Together.

Jan-Klaas Somers
Jan-klaas.somers@bdo.be

+32 471 65 90 24

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jan-klaas-somers/

mailto:Jan-klaas.somers@bdo.be
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jan-klaas-somers/
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Your legal partner in 
transport & logistics in 
Europe



Frederik Vanden 
Bogaerde

• Senior partner ITL Attorneys

Bruggesteenweg 315

8830 Hooglede

+32 51 25.20.31

 +32 51 24.03.41

 fvandenbogaerde@itla.eu

https://www.linkedin.com/in/frederik-vanden-bogaerde-b5b3515/


ITL Attorneys

Specialisaties
• Ongevallen en verkeersinbreuken

• CMR / multimodaal / vrachtschade

• Transport-inbreuken:
• Rij- en rusttijden

• Cabotage- en vergunningsproblematiek

• Overlading en ladingveiligheid

• ADR 

• Uitzonderlijk vervoer

• Douane & accijnzen

• Eurovignet / kilometerheffing / transportfiscaliteit

• Immobilisatie & verbeurdverklaring van 
transportmaterieel

• Smokkelzaken / illegale migratie

• Incasso en handelszaken in transport & logisitek

• Arbeidsrecht en sociaal strafrecht in transport

Bereik
• Eigen kantoren:

• België
• Frankrijk

• Luxemburg

• Nederland

• Frankrijk

• Polen

• Slovakije
• Oostenrijk

• Tsjechië

• Hongarije

• Roemenië

• Vaste correspondenten:
• Duitsland

• Verenigd Koninkrijk

• Spanje

• Italië

• Bulgarije



Update Mobility Package



Wat was dat weer, het Mobility Package ?

58

Richtlijn 

2020/157

Verordening 

2020/155

Toegang tot 

de markt

Cabotage

Detachering

Verordening

2020/154

Rij- en 

rusttijden 

Tachograaf

Terugkeer 

trekker

Cool off

IMI

Salarissen 

chauffeurs

Terugkeer 

chauffeur – 

weekendrust 



Overlading in Wallonië



Nieuwe vaststellingen en nieuwe 
procedure

• Vaststellingen weigh in motion:
• Volautomatische weeglussen in het wegdek: 

• Louvain-La-Neuve : A4-E411 kmp. 23 (in gebruik)

• Courrière

• Habaye-La-Neuve

• Milmort

• Saint-Ghislain

• Geen afleiding / onderschepping voertuig

• Quasi-automatische procedure
• Zie volgende slide



Boete-bedragen

Totaal-overladingen

• Tot 10%: 500 EUR

• 11% tot 15%: 1.000 EUR

• 16% tot 20%: 2.000 EUR

• 21% tot 30%: 3.000 EUR

• 31% tot 40%: 4.000 EUR

• Vanaf 41%: 5.000 EUR

Asoverladingen

• Tot 5%: 250 EUR

• 6% tot 10%: 500 EUR

• 11% tot 15%: 1.000 EUR

• 16% tot 20%: 1.500 EUR

• 21% tot 30%: 2.000 EUR

• 31% tot 40%: 2.500 EUR

• 41% tot 50%: 3.000 EUR

• 51% tot 60%: 3.500 EUR

• Vanaf 61%: 4.000 EUR

Opgelet: aparte bedragen voor voertuigen tot 32 
ton:

Tot 3,5 ton: 30% van de boete

Tot 12 ton: 50% van de boete

Tot 32 ton: 801% van de boete



Fonctionnaire 

d’instance

Amende adm. 

Minorée - 

exécutoire

Amende adm. 

Minorée

Tribunal de 

Police

• Automatische 

boete

• Houder 

nummerplaat

• Verplichting om 

chauffeur te 

identificeren 15 

dagen

• Verweer: 10 

dagen per 

aangetekend 

schrijven

• Bij verweer 

tegen beslissing 

fonctionnaire 

d’instance

• Binnen de 30 

dagen per 

deurwaarder

• In laatste 

aanleg (behalve 

cassatie ?

• Bij niet tijdige 

betaling 

minorée

• Boete + 35%

• Verweer: 15 

dagen per 

aangetekend 

schrijven

• Bij verweer 

tegen Minorée 

exécutoire

• Boete kan met 

opdecimes 

(X8), doch ook 

met uitstel 

• Er kan een 

hoorzitting 

worden 

gevraagd



Wat leren de eerste procedures ?

• Op heden nog steeds in stadium van de minorée (herhaald per 
dossier)
• Bij verweer / opgave naam chauffeur: eerste boete vervalt en nieuwe 

boete op naam chauffeur
• Bij nieuw verweer op naam van de chauffeur:

• Taalproblemen (voor niet-Franstaligen)

• Problemen met verplichte vermeldingen in documenten van controle

• Problemen met moreel / materieel element van de inbreuk (nu er controle ter 
plaatse)

• Bij samenloop: gecumuleerd tot max dubbel zwaarste boete / in de 
praktijk nog niet vastgesteld

• Meettolerantie: 10%



Dank U voor Uw aandacht

64

www.itla.eu
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Update on Deminor Action against the Truck Cartel 

and investigation into potential Tyre Cartel

UPTR – INFORMATIESESSIE – 24 APRIL 2024

Charles Demoulin - Chief Investment Officer



Short recap on the Truck Cartel

• Truck Cartel was sanctioned by the EU Commission on 19 July 2016

- Participants in the Cartel: MAN, Volvo/Renault, Daimler, Iveco and DAF

- They acknowledged their involvement in the Cartel and agreed to 

settle with the EU Commission

- Fines amounted to €2.93 billion (largest fine ever against a cartel)

・ No fine against MAN as it had revealed the existence of the cartel

• Investigation continued against Scania who had refused to settle

• Scania was also fined by the EU Commission on 27 September 2017

- Amount of the fine: €880.5 million

• Scania appealed against the decision

• Appeal was dismissed by the General Court on 2 February 2022 and by the 

European Court of Justice on 1 February 2024.

- Decision against Scania is now final 



Scope of the Truck Cartel

• Truck Cartel related to:

- coordination of prices at "gross list" level for medium (between 6 and 

16 tons) and heavy (over 16 tons) trucks 

- timing for the introduction of emission technologies for medium and 

heavy trucks to comply with the emissions standards (Euro III through 

to Euro VI)

- passing on to customers of the costs for the emissions 

technologies required to comply with the emissions standards

• Cartel covered the entire European Economic Area

• Cartel lasted from 17 January 1997 until 18 January 2011



Consequences for transport companies

• The purpose and objective of a cartel are to maintain prices at an artificially high level (when a cartel is formed 

between suppliers)

- A cartel can take many forms and be implemented in various ways: fixing or agreeing on (increases of) prices, 

exchanging information (about prices, sales, orders, etc.), restricting production, allocating markets or clients, 

etc.

• Because of the Truck Cartel, transport companies that purchased, leased or rented medium and heavy trucks paid a 

higher price than what they would have paid in the absence of the Cartel (= overcharge)

- Economic experts retained in the Deminor Action have estimated the overcharge to be at least between 8% and 

10% on average

- Victims of a cartel can also claim interest in addition to actual loss and loss of profit. Since purchases of trucks 

occurred several years ago, interest can lead to a significant increase of the compensation amount

• Message from EU Commission in its press releases: “Any person or firm affected by anti-competitive behaviour as 

described in this case may bring the matter before the courts of the Member States and seek damages. The case law 

of the Court and Council Regulation 1/2003 both confirm that in cases before national courts, a Commission decision 

constitutes binding proof that the behaviour took place and was illegal. Even though the Commission has fined the 

companies concerned, damages may be awarded without being reduced on account of the Commission fine.”



• In 2016, Deminor decided to offer transport companies (and other 

companies) the opportunity to claim a compensation for their losses 

against members of the Truck Cartel

- Deminor worked in close collaboration with associations such as 

the UPTR

• Deminor finances the legal action for the benefit of its clients

- Deminor pays the lawyers’ fees, court fees, the fees of experts, etc.

- Deminor’s clients will only pay a remuneration in case of a success. 

Otherwise, they will not have to pay anything

• The first legal action for a group of Deminor clients was filed in the 

Netherlands (court of Amsterdam) in June 2019. The second legal 

action for another group of clients was filed before the same court in 

July 2021

- Possibility to sue all members of the Truck Cartel before the court 

of Amsterdam (European rules on jurisdiction)

The Deminor Action against the Truck Cartel



• The first legal action filed by Deminor is included in the first wave of cases 

that are being heard together by the court of Amsterdam

- We are currently aware of 4 different waves of claims (the second legal 

action filed by Deminor is part of wave 4)

- The first wave is playing the role of “frontrunner” which has 

advantages 

• Briefs have already been exchanged between plaintiffs and defendants

• The court has held hearings to discuss important matters

• The court of Amsterdam issued an interlocutory decision on 12 May 2021 

rejecting the argument of the defendants according to whom no loss could 

have been suffered by any purchaser of trucks. 

- The defendants were trying to get an early dismissal of the claims 

- This is a first partial success for the transport companies

The Deminor Action against the Truck Cartel



The Deminor Action against the Truck Cartel

• In another recent interlocutory decision (28 February 2024), the court of 

Amsterdam has requested the plaintiffs to:

- communicate information and to produce documents establishing 

their purchases (including leasing and renting) of trucks

・ Deminor has already submitted a significant amount of information 

and documents in the court action. We may add more if necessary

- respond to any criticism expressed by the members of Truck Cartel 

against the information/documents already communicated by the 

plaintiffs 

• Importantly, the court also indicated that it is considering issuing one 

decision covering both the aspects of liability and damages

- Initially, the court was supposed to issue a decision on liability only 

before starting another procedure on damages 

- The court’s suggestion could lead to a simplification and acceleration 

of the legal action

- The parties have been asked to react to the court’s suggestion 



The evolution of the legal landscape in Europe

• Rules on private claims for damages have been harmonized by a 

European Directive in 2014 which has been implemented in 

national laws

- The 2014 Directive improves the situation of victims of 

infringements of competition law, including cartels, and 

facilitates claims for damages

- Not all provisions mandated by the Directive are applicable 

to claims against the Truck Cartel

- However, victims of this Cartel can already rely on several 

new mechanisms and rules that will make it easier to claim 

damages, including in the Deminor Action against the Truck 

Cartel

• Over the last years, several decisions of the European Court of 

Justice have clarified rules applicable to private claims for 

damages

- Most decisions were favourable to victims claiming 

compensation



Developments in other court proceedings in Europe 

• Claims for damages against the Truck Cartel having been filed in 

several EU Member States and in the UK

- Collective actions but also individual claims

• There have already been decisions in a number of those court 

actions, including in the United Kingdom, Spain, Portugal, 

Germany, Italy, France and even Belgium

- Decisions on damages related to individual claims

- See decision of the Business Court of Gent (Kortrijk) of 29 

April 2022 awarding damages

• Also media reports regarding settlements between plaintiffs 

and members of the Truck Cartel (for undisclosed amounts)



EU Commission investigation into tyre sector

• On 30 January 2024, the EU Commission communicated that it 

had carried out “unannounced inspections at the premises of 

companies active in the tyres industry in several Member States. 

The Commission has concerns that the inspected companies 

may have violated EU antitrust rules that prohibit cartels and 

restrictive business practices (Article 101 of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union).” 

• Products concerned by the investigation are: “new replacement 

tyres for passenger cars, vans, trucks and busses sold in the 

European Economic Area”

• Media reports identified the following targets of the dawn 

raids: Bridgestone, Goodyear, Continental, Nokian, Pirelli and 

Michelin

• Inspections are a preliminary investigatory step. There is no 

confirmation yet of an infringement

• Important to keep documents (invoices, contracts, etc.) related 

to purchases of tyres
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